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absent-minded, the wife who had not joined the dead seemed
already to have abandoned the living.
But the living busied themselves about her and worried over
that future in which she believed so little* The decease of Pierre
Curie had brought up some important problems. What was to
be the fate of the research work Pierre had left in suspense,
and of his teaching at the Sorbonne? What was to become of
Marie?
Her relatives discussed these questions in low voices, and
listened to the suggestions of the representatives of the Ministry
and the university, who succeeded each other at the house in the
Boulevard Kellermann. On the morrow of the obsequies the
government officially proposed to award the widow and children
of Pierre Curie a national pension. Jacques submitted this plan
to Marie, who refused flatly. "I don't want a pension/' she said.
"I amyoung enough to earn my living and that of my children."
In her suddenly strengthened voice could be heard the first
faint echo of her habitual bravery.
Between the authorities and the Curie family the exchanges of
views wavered somewhat. The university was disposed to keep
Marie in its faculty. But with what title, and in what labora-
tory? Could this woman of genius be put under the orders of a
chief? And where was there a professor capable of directing
Pierre Curie's laboratory?
Consulted as to her own wishes, Mme Curie answered
vaguely that she was not able to reflect, that she did not
know. ...
Jacques Curie and Bronya and the most faithful of Pierre's
friends, Georges Gouy, felt that they must make the decisions
and take the initiative in Marie's place. Jacques Curie and
Georges Gouy informed the dean of the faculty of their con-
viction: that Marie was the only French physicist capable of
pursuing the work she and Pierre had undertaken, Marie was
the only teacher worthy of succeeding Pierre. Marie was the
only chief of laboratory who could replace him. Traditions and
customs must be swept away so as to name Mme Curie professor
at the Sorbonne.